LETTER. 1'37_ _

et T4 2001 '

FARMLANDS & : .Post()ﬁ?c.eBox-.’—a@G
l@PEN SPCETRUSL] - T
. October 3, 2001 .
‘Robert Smith, Phnmng Director - . ' Cr -
' | UC Merced Devélopment Office - a
3351 M Street, Suite240 . EREI

" Merced, CA 95348 .

Dear M. Stmth, o R ‘ PR
.. Weare subtmtnng the followmg comments on the quﬂ Umversxty Commumty Plan and
: Draﬂ‘ Environmental Impact Report to be entered into the official record. - _ -
B Merced County Farmlarids & Open Space Trust was established in July of 1993 B o B
~ to: (1)acceptdonauonsoffarm]andandopenspacewnhthemtentofpreservmgthemm I :
' perpetuity; (2) purchase conservation easeéments on farmlands and open spaces or rights thereto
. -with the intent of preserving them in perpetmty' (3)and educate the pubhc as to the value of
agncultmal and open space lands.
_ - On-February 27, 1995 the Merced CountyFarmlands&OpenSpaoe Trust supportedthe
- concept of a new University of California Campus located on the Virginia Smith Trust: property
 located north of Lake Yosemite. We expressed our concerns about the potential impactsto
* . nearby farmland. Agricultural organizations were assured that the campus would not be builtat -~ | = .. .
thee:q;enseofproduchonagnculture.NowthatthecampushasbeenmovedtotheMercedHills 52'2 _
GolfCoursesxte,bemnseofenvnonmentalxssues,thennpactsonpmducnveﬁrmlandsareeven '
greater. Whilewesupportthe campus on the Merced Hills Golf Course site, we do not support -
. the community as proposed in the quﬁ‘ Untversrt;y Commumty Plan and Drcy? Enwronmental .
Impact Report. - I
" The Draft Umvermy Commumty PIan-A Plan far a Swtmnable and Lwable Commumty
' contains smart growth objectives and policies that will result in a compact, enmonmentally
- sensitive community. These objectives and policies can be and should be successfully )
implemented for any plarined development in Merced County, the Central Valley or the State. . o
Ihededacmmofammﬂnnalmnservahonmemms,orequMm-heuﬁes,lns .. .
. ‘been récognized as a viable mitigation measure for the loss of viable agricultural land. Howevcr, 1 .
- it is important that the impacted land be replaced at a ratio greater than one to one so that |
sufficient agricultural land may be preserved from future growth and development impacts. In M B¥ -,_|'
) admmumessemmlthathndsetasﬁewnhwnservamnwsememsbeofequwalem . _ BZ.
* agricultural value so that productive lands are not replaced with lesser or inferior agricultural . T
land. The policy developed should be able to be applied across the County in an equitable
" manner. As a farmland trust qualified to hold agricultural conservation easements we look _
forwardtowoﬂnngthhtheCountymplannmgandmplementmgamcesﬁﬂmxﬂganonand » 2
conservation policy for farmland preservation County-wide. S
~ The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines encourage use ofthe ©
Land Evaluation and Site Analysis (LESA) Model developed by the California State Department - |
of Conservation to evaluate agricultural land subject to development. It may also be usedto - . B2-5
determine the value of potential conservation easement land in respect to the impacted land. ’
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S Whﬂe ongma.lly developed for manual analysls, it has been developed asa sophxstlcated GIS

: L Readto Yosemite Averiue mmacceptablebecanseofthe lossofproducttvefarmlandandthe |
- cumulative affects on the intensively farmed eastern Merced County region. The diversified

. Alternative sited in Volume 2 of the Draft Environmeéntal Impact Report Alternatives Analyszs

farmland. -

s -

" Computer Program by the Merced County Planning and Community Development Department .

. with the assistance of the Merced County Association of Governments (MCAG) throughan
Agricultural Land-Stewardship Program (ALSP) Grant. It is reportedly the only such program " .

'_wnhmtheStateandallowsfor‘theobjecuvequamﬁcanonofdlﬂ'ennglands,potennalCEQA :
impacts, and recorimended mitigation ratios based on this data. The Trust would encourage its -

, usemdetemmmgmpactsmdreconnnendedmanonmhosﬁ)rboththehndmpaaedby
'growthaswellasthoselandspmposedforconservauoneasemenm. -

The proposed campus community planned for the north-south ahgnment along I.ake

farming in this aréa is economically. vital to the many local, state and national packing sheds, -
. processors, shippers, and fresh markets. The access to a reliable water source adds an additional -
'“}valuefortheueasagnmkmmdmsuksmbemgmessemdwatemhedmhmgem N

The 2001 Merced Water Supply Plan Update that is sited in the Draft EIR is a work in =

prdgress,notacompleteddocumem.Bemseofthemportanceofwatertotheagncumne L
* .industry, an extensive hydrology analysis of surface and groundwater availability is needed to -

fu]]y assess the long-term ‘effect. of the projected growth asa result of the Umversn'y of - _J

Contraryto planned, eompact growththeproposed north-south ahgnment along Lake N
- Road“leepﬁogs”overmestabhshedrmalmdemalcommmnythatlsk&thmlmﬂe_ﬁ'om
"thecmentcxtyhmrtsofMerwd.'I‘lnscreatesa“newtown adjacent to the city of Merced and
doesnotahgnwnhthephnnedmnhemgmwththathasbeenestabhshedandapprovedfor ‘_ K
de_cadesmboththeComnyGeneralPlanandtheMercedCItyGeneralPlan.
"As a result of the reasons sited above we support the No Loss of Prime Farmland

. .'I'hxsalternat;weforthepmposedcommunnydnectsgmvnhwestwardnnotheplannedgrowthof
' theCltyofMerced.Thehndhasnotbeenlmenswelyﬁrmedandlessensthennpactofgmwthto
- the southeast. The City of Merced will be supplying the water and séwer for the campus and ,

community and wants to install the infrastructure needed along Bellevue Road. This alternative

: wi]llessenthecostofmﬁastrucmre,meetthepmjectedgmwth,andhavem lossofproduchve

Wemewnﬁdemthataamcessﬁﬂcompronnsecanbereaehedbyaddressmgtheabove -]
- mentioned issues and look forwardto your response. The University of California Merced - . .
campuscanbeestabhshedmahmelymanner,becommganad@ontoourcomnnmty while

u'-..

mamtammgom#lmdustryagncnltme . . ST _ ‘ . _

o Smcerely

-"'LmdaMacedo : - T .

CC Rchotlm, EnvronmentalandPerm:mngManager
- University of California - Merced

1170 West Olive Ave., Suite 1

Merced, CA 95348-1959
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COMMENT LETTER BZ: LINDA MACEDO
MERCED COUNTY FARMLANDS &
OPEN SPACE TRUST

Response to Comment BZ-1:

The comment provides background on the formation of the Farmlands & Open Space Trust, and
is hereby forwarded to the decision makers.

Response to Comment BZ-2:

The comment supports the campus on the Merced Golf Course site, but not development of the
University Community in its proposed location, is hereby forwarded to the decision makers.

Response to Comment BZ-3:

The comment’s support for the goals and policies contained in the Draft County of Merced
University Community Plan - A Plan for a Sustainable and Livable Community (August 2001).
A copy of the plan is available at the Merced County UC Development Office. The comment is
hereby forwarded to the decision makers

Response to Comment BZ-4:

Please see Master Response 7 for information on the Board of Supervisors’ preliminary
determination regarding the feasibility of agricultural mitigation and direction to staff.

Response to Comment BZ-5:

At the present time, the County of Merced does not typically use the Land Evaluation and Site
Analysis model developed by the California State Department of Conservation for evaluation of
significance of farmland conversions. Furthermore, in accordance with Section 15131 of the
CEQA Guidelines, an EIR only analyzes the physical effects a project will have on the
environment and is not required to analyze social or economic effects. However, as indicated on
pages 4.2-3 through 4.2-10 of the DEIR, agricultural uses, farmland classification, storie index
rating, soils capability rating and surrounding agricultural uses are evaluated in the Draft EIR, so
the existing condition of agricultural resources is fully addressed. '

Response to Comment BZ-6:
The concern about loss of farmland is hereby forwarded to the decision makers for their

consideration. The significant and unavoidable loss of agricultural land due to the UCP area was
identified in the DEIR on page 4.2-21 in Impact 4.2-1.
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Comment Letter BZ

Response to Comment BZ-7:

Please see Master Response 10 for a discussion of water supply and Master Response 11 for a
discussion of groundwater resources.

Response to Comment BZ-8:
Please see Master Response 1 regarding planning considerations.
Response to Comment BZ-9:

The comment’s support for the No Loss of Prime Farmland Alternative is hereby forwarded to
the decision makers. It should be noted, however, that the City of Merced will not necessarily
supply the water and sewer for the community. As discussed in Section 4.15 Utilities, page 4.15-
5, third paragraph, “It is anticipated that water for the UCP would be supplied by groundwater,
with the wells drilled either on- or off-site. The wells could become part of the City of Merced's
public water system.” As discussed in the same section on page 4.15-16, third paragraph, “A
combination of two methods to collect, treat and dispose of wastewater generated by the
University Community is proposed in the UCP: (1) decentralized wastewater treatment and
disposal systems; and (2) a centralized wastewater treatment plant and water recycling system.
During portions of the year when demand for recycled water is low, the centralized WWTP
could be shut down and wastewater flows directed to a local municipal WWTP (either the City
of Merced WWTP or the City of Atwater WWTP).” Therefore, it is unknown at this time if the
wells will become part of the City of Merced's system and whether wastewater flows will be sent
to the City of Merced for treatment.

Response to Comment BZ-10:

The commentor’s closing remarks are hereby forwarded to the decision makers for their
consideration.
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