- theCahfomanepamneutofWaterResoumesBullenn 118 (dated September, 1975). Generally .

PN

LeerBV. -

Cwem

MERCED AREA GROUNDWATER POOL INTERESTS
' -¢/o Ted Selb, Chairman - :
- Merced Irrigation District " -
720 West 20™ Street
- ~P.0.Box2288
Merced, CA 95344
» 0ctober2 2001 % -
Robert E. Smith, Planning Director ~  Ric Notini, Exvironmental & Permnnng Mgz,
;MeroedCountyUCDevelopn;entOfﬁce . 'University of California, Merced -
3351 “M” Street, Suite 240 . _ " I170 West Olive Avenue, Suite 1 -
-Meroed, CA 95348 R . U otet Merced, CA 95348-1959 .
. UC Merced- Campus Long Range Development Plan - . v

Draft Fmvu'onmemal Impact Report(s) (DF.IR)

. Gentlemen, o :._3 P SR ‘ T

. “The Merced Area Groundwater Pool Haterests (MAGPI) Bom‘dofDxrectors, ot their regularly .7 :

. scheduled meeting held on September 19,2001, directed the MAGPIChmrmantopmvxdewnuen
-oommemstoMeroedentyUCDevelopmentOﬂiceandtheUmversxtyofCahformaMereed R
Environmental & Permitting Ofﬁce, specxﬁmlly addressing groundwater issues within the broadwtegory
of hydrology and water quahty in assoenatxon wnh tho above-refexenced pmJect DEIR’s. : .-

. MAGPI,formedm l997underﬂ1eauthomyofﬂ1eCahfom1aGmundwatchanagementAct R
.(AB3030) mmadeupofwaterpmveymagmmesmﬁnmtheMemedGmmdwaterBasm,asxdemﬁedm BV-'.! A

_desmbed,theMercedgronndwaterbasmnsappro:nmatelySOOOOOacmmarea,borderedbytheMcrced
.River to the north, San Joaquin River to the southwest, the Chowchilla River to the southeast and the -

. Merced/Mariposa county line to the east. The agencies within MAGPI inchide: the County of Merced;
.Memedkngaanwmmﬂ:emofMMAmm&megsmLthmd-Athlone,Merqm B &
County, Turner Island and Stevinson Water Districts, W'mthater&SannzxyDlsmmﬁmPlamdaand
LeGrand Community Services Districts; the BlackRas&landMeadowbrookWater Compames The

K EastMercedResmrcesComervauonDnsmeusamemberatlarge A ,

_ Inaddressmghydtologyandwaterqnamylssuec boﬂzDElemakereferencetoandlor
‘summarize/cite from the 1995 Merced Water Supply Plan, a regional conjunctive use water planning -
document prepared by CH2M Hill for the City of Merced and Merced Irrigation District. The plan - . )
recommends stabilizing groundwater at 1992 levels through a program of water conservation, increased - 8v-2
surface water sales, the conjunctive use of surface water and groundwater, and the construction of :
intentional groundwater recharge basins within the study area. In 2000, the University of California, . -
Merced;omedtheCuyofMercedandMerwdImgznonDlsu-xctmconnamngwxﬂlCHZM}mltoupdam
the 1995, due to various factors, one of which being thesmngofﬂxe tenth Umversny of Cahforma
mmpusmthe Merced groundwater basin (stady arm) : ,
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- Atarecent;omtpubhcworkshopsmslonoftheMetcedhngaﬁoansﬂthoardoszrecﬁorsand
_ the City Council, City of Merced, on Auigust.20, 2001, CHZMHillmadeapmexmuonsummanmng :
ﬁndmgsofthe2001WaterSupplyPlanUpdate,whlchlsnotyetavailable One specific finding

presented was that the projected UC Merced water use, through 2040, will have a “negligible effect” on -

ﬁewmlwaadmandofﬂlesmdyam(hdmedgrmmdwmbasm),bemgl%ofﬁewmlm The
'2040waterdemandptojectlonmch1dw' : S g

Urban - ' 118,000AF :

Inside MID - 384,000 AF
OutsideMID . 658,000 AF

Total - i - 1,160,000 AF.

_UCMemed(l%ofTotal) T 7400- 11700A1-‘(1%of1'ota11)md) _J '

_Akhoughthephn’sﬁndmgaddr&ss&cgrmmdwaterbasm—mdewatersupplympacs ofﬂlemmpusand
-cmmmtywnhnmesmdyarw,udownoghowwamalyzespecxﬁcmmmmpammm .
supply; specifically groundwater. Therefore, the MAGPI Board of Directors Tecommends that both final
EIR’s contain site-specific evaluations of the projects’ long-termexu'acuonofgrmndmtcrforﬂ!e

‘ campuslcommumtyandﬂ:esurroundmgarm. The evaluations should include-how. the projects- L
e:macnonmxglnadvmelympactemshngandﬁm“eloca!agnaﬂunalgmmdwam
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. groundwater L 5'/"{-" -
'supplmaswellaspnvate/oommmﬁydomeshcweﬂsandﬁ:ertyofMerced’slowlweﬂnetwork N

- AppromatenmhgaungmmsmmchxdmggroundwatermomtonngshouldbemcludedmiheﬁnalEIRs
‘to-insure that any groundwater extraction impacts are rediced to “less than significant levels”. - - -

Furﬂmmrqspwxﬁcsmhamlymshmldbemdemkmbﬂmnfyanybcalmﬁvmbhm

" intentional recharge; if any. Arecas‘withi shallow hardpan lenses be potential recharge sites if the hardpan

oouldberemovedandundeﬂambysmtableperm&blesoﬂs 'lhosearms shmﬂdbeprotectedﬁ‘om '

| 'developmentﬂ:roughmmngorordmame

MAGPIapprematwthe oppommtyto connnentonthe above-mferenced doctmcms Ifyouhave :

. any queshons you may com‘act me by telephme at (209) 722-5761 or by email at mlb@mmedld’.org
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COMMENT LETTER BV: MERCED AREA GROUNDWATER POOL
INTERESTS (MAGPI)

Response to Comment BV-1:
The comment provides information on MAGPI. No response is required.
Response to Comment BV-2:

The comment acknowledges that both the University Community and the UC Merced Campus
EIRs make reference to and/or summarize/cite the 1995 Merced Water Supply Plan. The
comment also makes reference to the preparation of the Updated Merced Water Supply Plan.

The 2001 MWSP was described in Chapter 2 of the SDEIR No further response is required. '

Response to Comment BV-3:

Please see Master Response 10 for a discussion of water supply. Please see Master Response 11
for a discussion of groundwater resources. ~

Response to Comment BV-4:

The issue of site-specific impacts to groundwater, especially local, domestic wells near the UCP
area, was the focal point of additional technical studies undertaken by the County during the
preparation of this Final EIR. As a result of those studies, the County revised the Hydrology and
Water Quality chapter of the DEIR, and made it available for public review as part of the SDEIR -
published in July 2004. ‘

For additional discussion effects on groundwater resources, please see Master Response 11.
Upon preparation of Specific Plans for the University Community, soils analyses will be
prepared to identify local areas favorable for recharge. As discussed in the third complete
paragraph on page 4.8-49 in Impact 4.8-4 of the UCP Draft EIR, UCP Policy IW 4.3 would
require, if feasible, the creation of groundwater recharge basins consistent with local and
regional groundwater recharge programs.
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